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trations in explanation of the development of the ovnm, and circulation of the 
placenta. We are not partial to manuals, it mast be confessed, and particu¬ 
larly upon obstetrics, as the whole subject mny be presented in its full com¬ 
pleteness, if disconnected from its cognate branches, viz.: the diseases of women 
and children, in one larpe octavo volume. As an elementary work for students 
or midwives it may, in some respects, be of advantape, or may serve as a book 
of ready reference to a country practitioner in his round of business ; but we 
.prefer a more comprehensive presentation of the subjects treated. 

Dr. Roberts, having twice operated by the Cesarean section, devotes seven 
pages to the subject, which he denominates '* the forlorn hope of the obstetric 
art." His reflections upon the unfortunate results in his own country ore 
worthy of notice; which he computes as but 15 per cent, of women saved, to 
57 per cent, upon the continent, and attributes it to the'longer delay practised 
in Great Britain. 

We quote a few of his remarks os worthy of special notice 

“ In order that Czesarean section may not prove a forlorn hope, it should 
not be deferred until, as too often happens, the patient’s powers are reduced to 
the lowest ebb. It is greatly to be feared that in many cases the operation 
has been performed as a sort of obstetric absolution in deference to the rule 
that a woman in travuil should not be allowed to die undelivered.” (page 244.) 

"Our enlarged experience in abdominal surgery derived of late years from 
the frequent successml performance of ovariotomy, cannot fail to aid us in the 
treatment of Cicsarean section, and tends to encourage the hope that the future 
percentage of deaths will place Cesarean section in a far more favourable posi¬ 
tion than it ut present occupies.” (page 246.) 

" The maternal mortality appears to be greater in cases of osteomalacia than 
in rickets.” (page 247.) 

This may be, as relates to the whole statistical table, but Winckel, who has 
operated much oftener than any continental authority, and saved a much larger 
proportion of women, has been led to this frequency, by living in a district 
where osteomalacia is unusually common. In America, almost all deformed 
pelves are due to rickets, and malacosteon is scarcely ever met with. Prompt¬ 
ness of action has been the main cause of our advantage in comparison with 
Great Britain. 

As an obstetrical manual where such is desired, we think that of Dr. Roberts 
one of the best now offered to the profession, as it comes with authority, and 
he possesses the ability to condense, and at the same time present a subject 
clearly. R- P. H. 


Art. LI.—On Slethnmelry. Being an account of a neio and more exact 
Method of Measuring and Examining the Chest , with some of its Results in 
Physiology and Practical Medicine. Also an Appendix on the Chemical 
and Microscopical Examination of Respired Air. By Arthur Ransoms,- 
M.D., M. A. (Cantab.), Examiner in Anatomy and Physiology and Pharma¬ 
cology in the University of Cambridge. With illustrations. 8vo. pp. xii., 207. 
London: MacMillan & Co., 1876. 

This treatise contains descriptions of several new instruments which were 
devised, the author tells us, in his preface (1) to mark the situation of various 
thorucic phenomena; (2) to investigate more thoroughly than has hitherto been 
possible the complicated mechanism of respiration. He admits that of these 
instruments, four are not likely to come into general use, but believes that the 
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remaining two, the chest-rule and the 3-plane stethometer, or some modification 
of them, are means of accurate measurement that will be found useful in the 
every-day study of disease. The last named of these instruments was described 
in a paper which appeared in the Transactions of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society for 1873, which was noticed in the number of this Journal for October. 
1874. He claims that it is of great service in the diagnosis, prognosis, and 
treatment of phthisis and other diseases of the chest, and supports bis assertion 
by reference to numerous cases in which he has used it 

The other instrument, the chest-rule, is designed to facilitate the taking of 
notes, and “ consists of thin narrow spring steel, so arranged as to form a 
rectangular parallelogram, 6 inches long by 3 inches wide, and divided into 
eighteen squares of exactly 1 inch length of side." It is so light and flexible 
that it may be carried in a case-book and readily applied to the chest By 
its aid we may mark upon a diagram figure, the exact position upon the surface 
of the chest, at which, for instance, auscultation has enabled us to detect the 
signs of a cavity. 

We will not deny that these instruments may be of service to us in the study 
of disease, or that they may be useful to the lecturer as means to demonstrate 
to his class the existence and situation of disease, but we do not see any good 
reason for believing that they will ever come into general use. The greater 
the skill a physician possesses in physical diagnosis, the less we are inclined to 
think will he be disposed to have recourse to them. In a case of phthisis in 
which the author says “no trace of thoracic mischief could be discovered by 
myself or by an eminent Manchester physician," the fact that the patient had 
lost a brother with the disease, would it seems to us, have awakened the suspi¬ 
cions of a careful observer, even if the general symptoms had been less unmis¬ 
takable than they appear to have been. 

The book, which is evidently the fruit of much labour, is illustrated with 
numerous diagrams and tables. J. H. H. 


Art. LII.— A Text-hook of Electricity in Medicine and Surgery, for the 
use of Students and Practitioners. By Georor Vivian Poore, M.D. Lond., 
M.R.G.P., etc. 8vo. pp. 291. London : Bmith, Elder & Co., 1876. 

This is decidedly the best work on electricity, for the purposes of the gene¬ 
ral practitioner, that we have yet met with. It not only goes fully into the 
practical uses of this important therapeutic agent, but treats at sufficient length 
of electro-physics. The books on this subject which we have heretofore seen, 
either have been devoted too exclusively to the scientific study ofelectro-physics, 
or have treated of the therapeutic uses of electricity without regarding its theo¬ 
retical considerations. 

The book opens with a chapter on “ principles ," in which the author places 
before his readers all that it is necessary for them as practitioners to know of 
this part or the subject. Very properly he begins with details which are ele¬ 
mentary, but without which no one can ever expect to gain a knowledge of 
electricity. Comparatively few physicians are conversant with these first prin¬ 
ciples. for electricity is one of those studies which is seldom included in a coarse 
of medical lectures, and text-books on medical electricity, as a rule, take it for 
granted that their readers are familiar with the elementary part of the subject. 
It is really refreshing to find here everything made so clear and simple. 



